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ABSTRACT: 

William Butler Yeats’s “The Second Coming” reflects post–World War I chaos. It depicts moral inversion and apocalyptic 

violence as signs of a collapsing era and the rise of a dark new age. This article aims to identify and analyze moral inversion 

and apocalyptic violence in his poem “The Second Coming”. We employed a qualitative documentary research design to 

accomplish this study. Major poetic excerpts which reflect the moral inversion and apocalyptic violence in the poem functioned 

as the sources of primary data, whereas relevant books and peer-reviewed journal articles were used as the sources of 

qualitative secondary data. We applied a thematic analysis to interpret the primary data. The findings specify that this poem 

functions as a powerful metaphor for moral inversion and apocalyptic violence. The poem reflects the persistent erosion of 

ethical and democratic values. It shows that the “lack of conviction” among the virtuous is not merely a historical condition 

but a recurring phenomenon that shapes periods of social and political crisis. Yeats portrays a world where traditional virtues 

are systematically replaced by predatory chaos. This article emphasizes the enduring relevance of Yeats’s prophecy in 

understanding contemporary global crises. This study is academically significant as it analyzes Yeats’s portrayal of moral 

inversion and apocalyptic violence, and offers insights into the interplay between literature, ethics, and socio-political crises 

across historical and contemporary contexts. It will benefit scholars, students, and researchers of literature. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Yeats’s “The Second Coming” (1920) presents a 

powerful vision of a world descending into chaos 

and spiritual crisis after the devastation of World 

War I (Al-Hawtali, 2025; Akbay, 2025). The poem 

opens with the image of a falcon circling farther and 

farther away from the falconer, symbolizing 

humanity’s loss of connection with guiding moral 

and spiritual authority. Order has collapsed “Things 

fall apart; the centre cannot hold.” The world is 

overwhelmed by “mere anarchy,” violence, and 

bloodshed. Traditional values are inverted: “The 

best lack all conviction, while the worst / Are full of 

passionate intensity.” This reflects a profound moral 

disintegration and loss of ethical balance (Sawan, 

2023; Yasmeen et al., 2024). 

In the second stanza, Yeats shifts to an apocalyptic 

vision. He suggests that a “Second Coming” is at 

hand, but instead of the return of Christ, he envisions 

a terrifying, sphinx-like creature emerging from the 

desert. With a lion’s body and a human head, this 

“rough beast” slouches toward Bethlehem to be 

born. The image symbolizes the birth of a new, 

ominous era: violent, inhuman, and spiritually dark. 

 This poem expresses Yeats’s belief that history 

moves in cycles and that one era is ending while 

another, more destructive one is beginning. It 

portrays a world where moral order collapses and 

apocalyptic violence signals the arrival of a 

frightening new age (Gayk, 2021; Saurav, 2022). 

This poem stands as a pinnacle of poetic 

engagement with the phenomenon of historical 

fragmentation, capturing the disintegration of moral, 

social, and political order through its rich symbolism 

and complex imagery. The concept of "Moral 

Inversion" is central to understanding this poetic 

landscape, as it denotes a profound reversal of 

traditional ethical and social values, wherein chaos, 

corruption, and malevolence are celebrated or 

positioned above conventional notions of order, 
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justice, and virtue (Lake, 2020; Lewarne, 2025). 

Within the framework of Yeats’s thought, this 

inversion reflects what Bushway and Kalra (2021) 

and Ruppo (2024) identify as a “lack of conviction” 

among those who are traditionally considered 

righteous, highlighting the moral paralysis and 

spiritual uncertainty that characterize periods of 

civilizational decay. The poem amplifies this 

inversion through the motif of "Apocalyptic 

Violence," which functions both as an aesthetic 

strategy and a thematic expression of societal 

upheaval, presenting a sensory tableau of 

devastation through the imagery of “blood-dimmed” 

tides, suggesting a world caught in the throes of 

annihilation and renewal (Aman, 2021; Costello-

Sullivan, 2024). Such depictions are not merely 

symbolic; they also signify a transitional moment in 

history, marking the end of an established 

civilization and the emergence of a new era that 

operates according to principles and values 

antithetical to those of the previous order. By 

situating these Yeatsian motifs within the context of 

contemporary sociopolitical crises, this research 

extends existing scholarship by demonstrating the 

poem’s capacity to predict, reflect, and critique 21st-

century historical and moral turbulence, thereby 

affirming its enduring relevance and the continued 

applicability of Yeats’s cyclic theory of history 

(Higgins, 2025; Shu, 2025). In doing so, the study 

underscores the intricate interplay between literary 

form, historical consciousness, and ethical 

reflection, offering a nuanced reading that bridges 

early twentieth-century poetic concerns with 

ongoing global patterns of disorder and moral 

ambiguity. 

 

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 

The key purpose of this study is to critically examine 

how Yeats portrays the collapse of moral order and 

the rise of destructive forces in the modern world, 

and analyze moral inversion, and symbolic 

apocalyptic imagery. 

Statement of the Problem 

Moral uncertainty and ideological extremism have 

become increasingly prominent features of 

contemporary societies, shaping social, political, 

and cultural dynamics in profound ways (Van den 

Bos, 2020; Saleem et al., 2020).). In many contexts, 

traditional ethical authority is eroded, and acts of 

violence gain legitimacy within public discourse, 

reflecting a troubling shift in collective moral 

sensibilities. As a result, societies risk succumbing 

to disorder and destructive extremism if they fail to 

uphold core ethical values. Scholars argue that an 

ideal society must not only sustain moral 

responsibility but also actively resist the forces of 

extremism that threaten social cohesion and human 

flourishing (Amit & Kafy, 2022; Ariyani, 2023). 

Cultural narratives including literature, art, and 

media play a crucial role in shaping ethical 

consciousness; they should function to reinforce 

accountability, moral reflection, and social 

responsibility rather than normalize chaos or the 

erosion of values. 

Despite this, ethical collapse persists, driven by 

factors such as the erosion of shared values, political 

polarization, and ideological rigidity (Enke et al., 

2022; Goldner & Ben-Nun Bloom, 2023). In literary 

studies, interpretations often risk isolating symbolic 

or aesthetic dimensions from moral and 

philosophical considerations, thereby limiting our 

understanding of literature as a vehicle for ethical 

critique. Recognizing literature’s potential to engage 

with moral questions is essential for addressing the 

broader cultural challenges of value disintegration 

and normative uncertainty. 

In this context, the present study seeks to examine 

the themes of moral inversion and apocalyptic 

violence in Yeats’s “The Second Coming”. The 

research aims to analyze how Yeats portrays a world 

in which ethical principles are subverted and 

destructive forces gain ascendancy, symbolically 

represented through imagery such as the “rough 

beast.” By situating the poem within its historical, 

cultural, and philosophical context, the study 

investigates how Yeats reflects societal 

disintegration and spiritual crisis. 

Methodologically, we employed a qualitative 

approach, utilizing documentary analysis and 

thematic interpretation of selected poetic excerpts as 

primary data. Through this approach, the research 

identifies recurring motifs, symbolic 

representations, and thematic patterns that 

illuminate the poem’s ethical and philosophical 

concerns. The findings of this study are expected to 

contribute meaningfully to the field of ethical 

literary criticism, demonstrating how literary texts 

can function as critical reflections on moral, social, 
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and ideological crises. Furthermore, the research 

supports interdisciplinary literary analysis by 

bridging literary symbolism with ethical and 

philosophical inquiry, and offers a richer 

understanding of the moral dimensions embedded in 

poetry. 

Significance of the Study 

This study is substantial as it explores the poem’s 

relevance to contemporary moral and political 

crises. By analyzing themes of ethical reversal, 

spiritual decay, and societal collapse, it shows how 

Yeats anticipates the rise of destructive ideologies. It 

links symbolic imagery, such as the “rough beast,” 

to discussions of modernity, violence, and 

civilizational anxiety, offering insights for students 

and researchers of modernist literature. It also 

provides a theoretical framework for understanding 

political polarization and serves as a pedagogical 

resource for examining the relationship between 

aesthetics and social collapse. 

 

RESEARCH QUESTION 

This study answers the research question: 

How does W.B. Yeats’s poem “The Second Coming” 

depict moral inversion and apocalyptic violence? 

Delimitations of the Study 

The study adopts a qualitative documentary research 

design, focusing on selected poetic excerpts to 

conduct a thematic analysis of moral inversion and 

apocalyptic violence. It limits itself to a close textual 

and thematic examination of this single poem, 

emphasizing the concepts of moral inversion and 

apocalyptic violence. The study does not attempt to 

analyze Yeats’s entire body of work, his complete 

philosophical system, or the historical context of 

post–World War I politics in detail. The research 

focuses on literary interpretation rather than 

empirical or interdisciplinary investigation, drawing 

primarily on selected critical perspectives related to 

symbolism, modernism, and cultural crisis. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

The review of theoretical literature examines key 

concepts and critical perspectives relevant to Yeats’s 

“The Second Coming”, focusing on moral inversion 

and apocalyptic violence. It explores how scholars 

have interpreted the poem’s symbolic imagery, its 

reflection of societal breakdown, and its engagement 

with modernist concerns such as cultural crisis and 

ethical decay. This review provides the theoretical 

foundation for understanding the poem’s enduring 

relevance to contemporary moral and political 

anxieties. It is organized under the following five 

sections:  

William Butler Yeats (1865 – 1939) 

 W. B. Yeats was an Irish poet and one of the 

foremost figures of modernist literature, whose work 

profoundly shaped the trajectory of twentieth-

century poetry. His poetry reflects a distinctive 

blend of mystical philosophy, historical reflection, 

and symbolic imagery, allowing him to address 

enduring human concerns such as morality, 

spirituality, and the cyclical nature of history 

(Leeper, 2023; Castle, 2024). Yeats engaged deeply 

with the cultural and political upheavals of his time, 

including the decline of traditional social structures, 

the turbulence of post–World War I Europe, and the 

emergence of modern ideologies, embedding these 

historical realities within his poetic vision. Central 

to his literary and philosophical framework was his 

personal system of occult thought, most notably 

articulated in “A Vision”, where he theorized history 

as cyclical rather than linear. Through this lens, he 

interpreted cultural and historical transformation as 

a recurring pattern of moral decay, spiritual crisis, 

and eventual renewal, framing social and political 

disorder as part of a broader cosmic rhythm (Gibson 

& Mann, 2016; Yasmeen et al., 2024). This 

integration of mysticism, historical consciousness, 

and symbolic representation not only defines 

Yeats’s modernist aesthetic but also provides a 

critical foundation for examining themes of moral 

inversion and apocalyptic violence in his poem “The 

Second Coming.” 

Moral inversion 

“Moral inversion” a reversal of ethical values in 

which traditional moral authorities, virtuous 
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individuals, and established ethical norms lose their 

effectiveness, while destructive, self-serving, or 

chaotic forces gain influence and dominance 

(Grosso, 2024; Einolf, 2025). In “The Second 

Coming”, Yeats captures this phenomenon through 

the striking line: “The best lack all conviction, while 

the worst / Are full of passionate intensity” 

(Vuckovich, 2021; Al-Hawtali, 2025). This 

statement encapsulates the paradox of a society in 

which those with integrity and moral clarity remain 

passive or ineffectual, while those driven by 

ambition, greed, or malice exert disproportionate 

influence. By portraying this inversion, Yeats 

emphasizes the fragility of moral order and the ease 

with which ethical frameworks can collapse under 

social and political pressures (Rahmeh, 2023; 

Akbay, 2025). The poem’s depiction of moral 

inversion reflects Yeats’s broader pessimism about 

the ethical trajectory of post-war society, 

highlighting his perception that historical upheaval 

not only disrupts political structures but also erodes 

the foundations of human virtue. Through this lens, 

moral decay becomes both a symptom and a driver 

of social disintegration, reinforcing the poem’s 

apocalyptic vision and its enduring relevance to 

analyses of cultural and ethical crises. 

The Second Coming 

“The Second Coming,” first published in 1920, has 

become one of the most emblematic literary 

responses to the profound societal upheaval and 

moral disintegration that marked the early twentieth 

century (Hale, 2017; Hawthorne, 2021). The poem 

does not depict a religious event in the conventional 

sense; rather, it presents a symbolic vision of 

transformative crisis that reflects Yeats’s concerns 

with cultural decay and historical turbulence. 

Although the title explicitly evokes the Christian 

prophecy of Christ’s return, Yeats subverts this 

expectation by offering an ominous and ambiguous 

revelation, portraying an apocalyptic moment in 

which established values and social orders collapse, 

making way for a new, uncertain era. In doing so, 

the poem captures the disorientation and anxiety of 

a world shaken by war, political instability, and 

shifting ethical paradigms. Yeats’s use of prophetic 

diction and imagery draws on both Christian 

eschatology and his personal mystical system, 

creating a layered symbolic framework in which the 

anticipated return does not bring comfort or 

salvation but instead signals profound societal 

transformation and moral ambiguity (Keane, 2021; 

Al-Hawtali, 2025). Through this combination of 

historical consciousness, religious symbolism, and 

visionary imagination, this poem resonates as a 

poetic exploration of apocalyptic violence and 

ethical inversion, situating Yeats as a central figure 

in modernist literary reflections on crisis. 

Apocalyptic violence 

Apocalyptic violence permeates nearly every facet 

of the poem’s imagery, beginning with the ominous 

declaration of “mere anarchy … loosed upon the 

world” and extending to the harrowing vision of a 

“blood-dimmed tide” that sweeps away what Yeats 

describes as “the ceremony of innocence.” These 

expressions do more than conjure images of physical 

destruction; they also signify the disintegration of 

established social, political, and moral structures 

that once provided order and coherence to human 

life. By employing such vivid and unsettling 

language, Yeats conveys a world in which the 

familiar rules of civilization have collapsed, leaving 

in their wake not only chaos but also moral 

disorientation (Miller, 2020; Yasmeen et al., 2024). 

Unlike traditional depictions of apocalypse, which 

often frame catastrophic events as divine judgment 

culminating in eventual redemption or moral 

restoration, Yeats’s approach subverts this 

expectation. His portrayal emphasizes a radical 

transformation in which violence functions as both 

a symptom and a mechanism of profound societal 

upheaval, signaling the demise of the old order and 

the emergence of something unpredictable, alien, 

and potentially monstrous. In this way, the poem 

presents apocalypse not as a final reckoning with sin 

but as a turbulent threshold between eras, a liminal 

space in which the dissolution of norms makes way 

for an unsettling and uncertain future (Yasmeen et 

al., 2024; Al-Hawtali, 2025). 

 

 

Gyres 

The gyres are defined as the intersecting cones of 

history that dictate the rise and fall of objective and 
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subjective eras (McGuire, 2017).  Central to Yeats’s 

worldview in The Second Coming is the concept of 

gyres, interlocking spirals representing historical 

cycles of rise, peak, and decline. As one gyre widens 

and loses coherence, the structures it upheld weaken, 

giving way to a new, contracted gyre that will define 

the next epoch. In the poem’s opening line, “Turning 

and turning in the widening gyre” symbolizes this 

unraveling of history and authority, suggesting that 

the disintegration of one cycle inevitably precedes 

the emergence of another, often through violent and 

unpredictable change (Walsh,2019). 

The gyres in Yeats’s thought are conceptualized as 

intersecting cones of history, each delineating the 

rise and fall of successive objective and subjective 

eras, and serving as a structural framework through 

which historical and cultural change can be 

understood (McGuire, 2017; Leeper, 2023). Central 

to Yeats’s worldview, as articulated in The Second 

Coming, is the idea that history is cyclical rather 

than linear, governed by these interlocking spirals or 

gyres, which represent patterns of ascent, 

culmination, and decline. Each gyre, in expanding 

and reaching its zenith, maintains the stability and 

coherence of the social, political, and moral 

structures that define a particular epoch (Fogarty, 

2023; Üney, 2024). However, as a gyre widens and 

loses its focus, the structures it once upheld begin to 

weaken, giving way to disorder and unpredictability. 

This process of unraveling paves the way for the 

contraction of a new gyre, which in turn establishes 

the principles, norms, and direction of the 

succeeding historical cycle. Yeats’s famous opening 

line, “Turning and turning in the widening gyre,” 

encapsulates this dynamic movement, symbolizing 

the inevitable disintegration of existing systems of 

authority and cultural coherence. It suggests that 

periods of decline and uncertainty are intrinsic to the 

cyclical nature of history, and that the collapse of 

one cycle often precipitates the emergence of 

another, frequently marked by violent, tumultuous, 

and unforeseen transformations (Walsh, 2019; 

Walker, 2020). By framing historical change 

through the lens of gyres, Yeats underscores the 

inescapable rhythm of human civilization, wherein 

endings and beginnings are intimately entwined, and 

the apparent chaos of collapse signals the genesis of 

a new, sometimes radically altered, epoch. 

The reviewed literature positions “The Second 

Coming” within Yeats’s modernist and mystical 

worldview, emphasizing his cyclical conception of 

history and moral collapse. Scholars highlight 

Yeats’s symbolic imagination, shaped by occult 

philosophy and historical pessimism, particularly 

his gyre theory in A Vision, which frames history as 

recurring cycles of rise and decline. Central to 

interpretation is the notion of moral inversion, where 

ethical authority is reversed and destructive forces 

dominate, as reflected in the lines, “the best lack all 

conviction, while the worst / Are full of passionate 

intensity.” The poem operates not as a conventional 

Christian eschatology but as a symbolic prophecy of 

cultural and moral disintegration. Apocalyptic 

imagery reinforces this vision, depicting both 

physical devastation and the collapse of social and 

moral structures. The gyres serve as Yeats’s 

symbolic mechanism for historical transformation: 

the widening gyre represents the breakdown of 

order, inevitably giving rise to a new, often violent 

and unpredictable epoch. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

The study implemented a qualitative documentary 

research design to explore the moral inversion and 

apocalyptic violence present in the poem. This 

design suited the study because it enabled the 

systematic interpretation of complex literary 

symbols and historical contexts. We used books and 

peer-reviewed journal articles as sources of 

secondary data, while poetic excerpts from “The 

Second Coming” served as the primary data. We 

collected secondary data through an extensive 

review of theoretical literature from various 

scholarly repositories. We applied thematic analysis 

to identify recurring patterns of moral inversion and 

violence, categorizing symbolic representations into 

coherent theoretical units. We ensured ethical 

standards by providing full citation and credit to all 

original authors and theorists, and we avoided 

plagiarism by strictly adhering to academic integrity 

throughout the data synthesis process. 

Thematic Analysis 

We employed the thematic analysis in this study. 

Moral inversion and apocalyptic violence emerge as 

the central themes of “The Second Coming,” and 

https://nexusglobalresearch.com/ngrjbm-volume-2-issue-1-2026/


 

  

54       

L.R. Sharma & S. Sharma Ngr. J. Bus. Manag. vol-2, issue-1 (Jan-2026) pp-49-59 

© 2026 Nexus Global Research Journal of Multidisciplinary l Published by Nexus Global Research (An Academic Publisher) 

this analysis highlights key poetic excerpts that 

exemplify these dominant motifs. 

Themes: Moral Inversion and Apocalyptic 

Violence 

Poetic excerpts are analyzed to analyze the themes 

of moral inversion and apocalyptic violence. 

    Poetic Excerpts: 

“Turning and turning in the widening gyre    

The falcon cannot hear the falconer;” (Yeats, 

1920, lines 1-2). 

Analysis:  

The opening line, “Turning and turning in the 

widening gyre,” evokes disorientation and the 

unraveling of historical and moral order. The 

expanding gyre symbolizes moral inversion, as the 

ethical center weakens and established values lose 

their authority. The next line, “The falcon cannot 

hear the falconer,” reinforces this collapse by 

depicting a breakdown in guidance and hierarchy, 

where human action becomes detached from moral 

control. These lines foreshadow apocalyptic 

violence. It suggests that the erosion of ethical 

authority allows chaos and destructive forces to 

spread, signaling the onset of a violent and 

transformative historical upheaval (Saurav, 2022; 

Prasad, 2025). 

 Poetic Excerpts: 

“Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold; 

 Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 

         The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and 

everywhere” (Yeats, 1920, lines 3-5). 

Analysis:  

The line “Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;” 

depicts the collapse of moral and structural order, 

where ethical authority loses power and the 

distinction between right and wrong erodes, 

reflecting profound moral inversion. “Mere 

anarchy is loosed upon the world” amplifies this 

chaos, showing destructive forces replacing ethical 

restraint. The image of “The blood-dimmed tide is 

loosed, and everywhere” symbolizes pervasive 

apocalyptic violence, engulfing innocence and 

moral stability. These lines portray a world where 

moral collapse and widespread destruction are 

inseparable, marking the violent dissolution of 

civilization and the rise of uncontrollable chaos 

(Yasmeen et al., 2024 ; Al-Hawtali,  2025). 

  Poetic Excerpts: 

“The ceremony of innocence is drowned; 

The best lack all conviction, while the worst    

         Are full of passionate intensity” (Yeats, 1920, 

lines 6-8). 

Analysis:  

The line “The ceremony of innocence is drowned;” 

symbolizes the violent destruction of virtue and 

moral order, reflecting both moral inversion and 

apocalyptic violence. In “The best lack all 

conviction, while the worst / Are full of passionate 

intensity,” ethical authority is paralyzed while 

destructive forces gain power, showing a reversal of 

moral energy.  These lines depict a society where 

virtue is passive, vice dominates, and chaos becomes 

inevitable, illustrating how moral collapse directly 

fuels widespread violence and societal upheaval 

(Muyumba, 2020; Akbay, 2025). 

Poetic Excerpts: 

“Surely some revelation is at hand; 

Surely the Second Coming is at hand.    

The Second Coming! Hardly are those words 

out” (Yeats, 1920, lines 9-11). 

Analysis:  

The lines “Surely some revelation is at hand; / 

Surely the Second Coming is at hand” introduce 

prophetic anticipation, yet the expected redemption 

is overshadowed by moral inversion and 

apocalyptic violence. The repetition of “surely” 

conveys urgency amid chaos, but the anticipated 

Second Coming, instead of restoring order, becomes 

ominous and unsettling. The exclamation, “The 

Second Coming! Hardly are those words out,” 

emphasizes the abrupt shift from hope to dread, as 

the sacred symbol of divine renewal transforms into 

a harbinger of catastrophe. These lines depict a 

world where moral collapse leads to a violent 

historical turning, and spiritual expectation is 

reshaped into fear of an unknown, destructive force 

(Cox, 2021; Foss, 2023). 
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Poetic Excerpts: 

“When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi 

Troubles my sight: somewhere in sands of the 

desert    

A shape with lion body and the head of a 

man,” (Yeats, 1920, lines 12-14). 

Analysis:  

The line “When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi” 

presents a vision arising from collective human 

consciousness rather than individual imagination, 

signaling a historically inevitable crisis. “Troubles 

my sight: somewhere in sands of the desert” evokes 

spiritual barrenness and moral emptiness, 

emphasizing moral inversion as traditional values 

lose meaning. The “shape with lion body and the 

head of a man” embodies menace and ambiguity, 

representing apocalyptic violence and the 

emergence of a monstrous new epoch. Jointly, these 

lines depict revelation not as redemption but as a 

violent transformation in which moral collapse 

unleashes destructive forces from the depths of 

human history (Durban, 2023; Nazari & Dashtizad, 

2024). 

Poetic Excerpts: 

“A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun,    

Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it    

Reel shadows of the indignant desert birds” 

(Yeats, 1920, lines 15-17). 

Analysis:  

The line “A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun” 

depicts a merciless, amoral power, reflecting moral 

inversion as ethical sensitivity is absent. “Is moving 

its slow thighs, while all about it” emphasizes the 

inevitable and unstoppable advance of this force, 

signaling apocalyptic violence unfolding in 

measured, unstoppable motion. “Reel shadows of 

the indignant desert birds” portrays disturbance and 

disorientation in the natural and moral world, 

highlighting the collapse of order. These lines depict 

the emergence of a new, ruthless epoch defined by 

violence and moral collapse rather than redemption 

(Barnett, 2021; Yasmeen et al., 2024). 

Poetic Excerpts: 

“The darkness drops again; but now I know    

That twenty centuries of stony sleep 

Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle,” 

(Yeats, 1920, lines 18-20). 

Analysis:  

The line “The darkness drops again; but now I 

know” signals prophetic awareness amid 

civilization’s moral blindness, highlighting moral 

inversion. “That twenty centuries of stony sleep” 

depicts spiritual stagnation, where ethical and 

religious foundations have grown rigid and inert, 

preparing the ground for upheaval. “Were vexed to 

nightmare by a rocking cradle” transforms a symbol 

of hope into dread, foreshadowing apocalyptic 

violence as a long era awakens not to renewal but to 

catastrophic change. Obviously, these lines portray 

the collapse of moral and spiritual order and the 

violent birth of a new, ominous epoch (McDonald, 

2020 ; Aman, 2021). 

    Poetic Excerpts: 

“And what rough beast, its hour come round 

at last,    

          Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born.” 

(Yeats, 1920, lines 21-22). 

Analysis:  

The lines “And what rough beast, its hour come 

round at last” and “Slouches towards Bethlehem to 

be born?” depict the culmination of moral 

inversion and apocalyptic violence. The “rough 

beast” replaces the expected savior, embodying 

brutality and moral corruption, while Bethlehem 

traditionally a symbol of hope becomes the site of a 

monstrous birth. The beast’s ominous, ungainly 

advance signals a new epoch defined by dread and 

destruction, where spiritual expectations are 

inverted and ethical redemption is replaced by 

violent historical transformation (Saurav, 2022; 

Sawan, 2023). 

In “The Second Coming”, Yeats portrays a world in 

which moral authority collapses and violence 

signals the rise of a new, chaotic epoch. The 

widening gyre and the falcon’s separation from the 

falconer symbolize the disintegration of historical 

and ethical order, marking the onset of moral 

inversion. Lines such as “Things fall apart; the 

centre cannot hold;” and “Mere anarchy is loosed 

https://nexusglobalresearch.com/ngrjbm-volume-2-issue-1-2026/
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upon the world” depict the collapse of social and 

spiritual structures, while “The blood-dimmed tide 

is loosed” emphasizes pervasive apocalyptic 

violence engulfing innocence and stability. The 

drowning of innocence and the paralysis of “the 

best” contrast with the intensity of “the worst,” 

showing virtue displaced by destructive forces. 

Prophetic anticipation in “Surely the Second 

Coming is at hand” and the vision of a sphinx-like 

creature from Spiritus Mundi reveal that what is 

coming is not redemption but an ominous, 

monstrous transformation. Lastly, the “rough beast” 

slouching toward Bethlehem embodies the ultimate 

fusion of moral inversion and apocalyptic violence, 

replacing hope with dread and signaling the violent 

rebirth of history under amoral power. 

FINDINGS 

Moral inversion emerges as a central and persistent 

motif in Yeats’s “The Second Coming”, functioning 

as both a thematic and philosophical lens through 

which the paralysis of the intellectual class is 

articulated. The poem presents a society in which 

traditional ethical frameworks have eroded, leaving 

a vacuum of moral authority. In this context, the 

“blood-dimmed tide” evokes more than mere 

violence; it symbolizes the overwhelming and 

unstoppable nature of social and political upheaval, 

where established norms and hierarchies collapse 

under the weight of rapid transformation. This tide 

suggests the pervasive impact of historical forces 

that render the ordinary individual and even the 

educated elite incapable of meaningful action, 

reflecting a civilization on the brink of existential 

disintegration. 

Apocalyptic violence in Yeats is portrayed not 

simply as destructive, but as an unavoidable 

cleansing force, a necessary precursor to the birth of 

a new historical cycle. The imagery of the gyre, with 

its spiraling motion, offers a sophisticated 

framework for conceptualizing historical 

periodicity, indicating that societal collapse and 

renewal are cyclical phenomena rather than random 

events. In this light, Yeats’s poetic vision transcends 

simple prophetic declaration; it functions as a 

diagnostic tool for assessing civilizational 

exhaustion, highlighting the recurring patterns of 

moral and cultural disintegration across historical 

epochs. 

 

This research contributes to the academic discourse 

by mapping Yeatsian philosophy onto contemporary 

concepts of moral inversion, offering an integrated 

perspective that combines literary analysis with 

sociological and historical insights. It expands the 

knowledge base by demonstrating how poetic 

prophecy can intersect with empirical observations 

of societal disorder, providing a nuanced framework 

for interpreting cultural and political phenomena. 

The synthesis of existing scholarship points to a 

world in transition, one in which traditional 

certainties have disintegrated and the “turning” 

described by Yeats is both inevitable and deeply 

consequential. The thematic analysis affirms the 

enduring relevance of the poem as a foundational 

text for understanding the psychological, ethical, 

and structural dimensions of modern disorientation, 

emphasizing the need to consider literature as a vital 

instrument for diagnosing the challenges of 

contemporary civilization. 

 

CONCLUSION 

The purpose of this research is to explore how 

Yeats’s The Second Coming portrays moral 

inversion and apocalyptic violence. The findings 

reveal that the poem functions as a metaphor for the 

erosion of ethical and democratic norms, 

emphasizing the recurring “lack of conviction” 

among the virtuous and the cyclical nature of 

historical crises, as symbolized through the gyre 

imagery. The study further demonstrates that 

literature can serve as an early warning system for 

societal shifts, highlighting the enduring relevance 

of Yeats’s prophetic vision in making sense of 

modern disorientation. These insights suggest that 

literary analysis can meaningfully inform leadership 

training, ethical reflection, and social theory. 

However, the study is limited by its focus on 

English-language scholarship, the exclusion of non-

Western perspectives, and the temporal scope of the 

sources reviewed. Future research could benefit 

from comparative analyses between Yeatsian 

prophecy and indigenous apocalyptic traditions. It is 

evident that Yeats’s poem continues to serve as a 

vital lens for understanding moral and civilizational 

instability 
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